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Next General Meeting
Tuesday, March 13, 7:00pm

Main order of March meeting business: reading 
into the minutes, without discussion, any proposed 
changes to Wage Scales, Bylaws or Local 586 
Constitution to be discussed and voted upon in June.

by M.G. Roberts

In the world of professional musicians, 
Gary Church was among the very hum-
blest of all. He was a man who ate, slept 
and dreamed music all his life and had 
long ago achieved musical superiority on 
his chosen instruments, trombone, trum-
pet and cornet. Yet he was never heard to 
boast about his accomplishments. That is 
why he called his self-penned life story 
The Autobiography of a Nobody: The Life 
and Times of a Sideman and in its forward 
said the following:

“I am not writing this book to com-
plain about the music business or to sing 
its praises. I think it is an interesting way 
to make a living that has never been writ-
ten about because the famous people that write the books see this 
business from an entirely different perspective than we, the sidemen, 
do. Think of this as a look behind the scenes of a glitzy 3-ring circus, 
from the view of the guy that cleans the monkey cages.” That is the 
definition of humility itself.

When I first met Gary Church in 2002, I didn’t know much about 
him and I didn’t know anything about the Eddie Condon-style tradi-
tional and Dixieland jazz that was his life and his love. I soon began 
to learn, however, when our Local 586 Brother, Joe Hopkins, began 
hiring me to play guitar in his 52nd Street Jazz Band. Based on the 
Chicago jazz style of Condon’s band which had included the amazing 
lead cornet work of Wild Bill Davison, Bobby Hackett, Bix Beiderbecke 
and the pristine trombone work of Jack Teagarden, George Brunies 
and Cutty Cutshaw, Gary Church was the cornetist with the Hopkins 

band and Joe’s best friend. In 2002, he 
was still able to play trombone as well 
and could jump from one to the other 
without any apparent effort and with 
flawless results.

Gary was raised in Phoenix and ac-
complished making his first trombone 
at the wizened age of seven. Seeing how 
serious their son was about music, his 
parents bought him a trombone. They 
had been the children of two professional 
musicians and understood their son’s call 
to music.  When Gary first lit out on the 
road with his folks’ permission, he was 
17 years old. A promised gig in Florida 
morphed into a tenure at Disney World 
as a member of the Banjo Kings. Kings 
plectrumist Paul Scavarda taught Gary 
how to play guitar and they would play 

throughout the night and into the dawn together. Gary was at the 
beginning of a colorful and musically satisfying career. He would soon 
add piano to his musical toolkit as well.

The world of country music and western swing had not yet made an 
impression on Gary as his growing musical reputation increased, but 
the country and western swing contingent found him soon enough. 
Thanks to Willie Nelson, Freddie Powers and Merle Haggard, Gary 
found himself playing in Willie’s house band at a Nelson-owned club 
in Austin, Texas. He also worked with Freddy Powers’ group and Jim 
Cullum’s band in San Antonio. He then played for over ten years with 
Merle Haggard and the Strangers. 

It is fitting that, with the passage of time and especially since his 
death in 2015, Merle has finally been recognized as the greatest all-
around singer/writer/musician in the pantheon of country music 

GARY CHURCH – Life and Death of a Sideman
Born August 8, 1956 – Died February 19, 2018

1202 East Oak Street 
Music by Larry Roberts starts at 6:00pm
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Membership Dues for 2018
Anually Semi-Anually Quarterly

Regular Member $150.00 $80.00 $42.50

Life Member $90.00 $50.00 $27.50
Local 586 accepts checks, credit cards,  
PayPal (to <musicians@promusicaz.org>)or cash.

NOTICE TO MEMBERS
You are in violation of Article II, Sections 1-(E) and 8 of the Bylaws of Professional Musi-
cians of Arizona by accepting, offering to accept, paying or offering less than the scale rate.

Musicians Payroll, Inc.
 » W-2s

 » Worker’s Comp

 » AFM-Employers Pension Fund

 » Matching FICA & Medicare

 » Pay the Band Bookkeeping Option

For information call Doug Robinson at  602-254-8838 or email him:  
musicianspayroll@promusicaz.org

SPRINGTIME ALREADY!
Happy Spring to all my Sis-

ters and Brothers at Local 586! 
Baseball is in the air, the desert 
is alive and our music scene 
is thriving! I hope everyone is 
able to take advantage of this 
wonderful season.

I have just attended the 
2018 Western Conference of Locals. It was 
held this year in Sacramento, CA and hosted 
by Local 12.

I am still dizzy with information! It is always 
great to see other delegates, officers and Federa-
tion executives at these events. Sacramento is a 
great city with a great local. Thanks Local 12!

The conference started early for me with 
an officer’s training session for the AFM, the 
second I have attended of three training ses-
sions. These are great opportunities to better 
acquaint officers with the nuts and bolts 
needed to operate and comply with union 
standards. This session was very AFM-intensive 
with a focus on issues with which we as officers 
are often confronted.

Topics included handling grievance pro-
cedures, presented by Symphonic Services 
Division Director Rochelle Skolnick, roles 
of various committees, internal organizing 

presented by AFM Vice - President Bruce Fife 
and Negotiator - Organizer for the AFM Todd 
Jelen, along with issues regarding electronic 
media agreements presented by VP Fife. Other 
issues such as intellectual property rights and 
community networking were also presented.

The conference itself included AFM issues 
and activity, most important being an update 
on the AFM-EPF pension plan. President 
Donato and myself will discuss this topic in 
detail at our next general meeting, March 13th. 
Please attend and be prepared for discussion. I 
will also report more on the conference itself.

I am writing this article knee deep and 
trying to get caught up from the trip out of 
town, so I will leave you with  this brief article. 
Please attend the next meeting and we will 
discuss more details regarding these issues. 
Thanks!

In Solidarity,
Doug Robinson

http://promusicaz.org
http://facebook.com/groups/90470877308
http://facebook.com/groups/90470877308
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Phoenix, AZ 85006

www.agavemusicaz.com

Like Us on Facebook!

2317 N. 16th Street

  Fine Woodwind and
Brass Instrument Repair

chrismoller@agavemusicaz.com

(602) 997-2101

Proud to support Local 586

Buy, Sell, Trade or Repair

Brass• Clarinets• Double Reeds• Flutes• Saxophones 

Call me or stop by for
a free repair estimate 

or more information

• 18 Years Experience
• High Quality Repairs
• Buy, Sell, Trade and

Consign Quality
Used Instruments

• Lessons & Practice Space

NEXT GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Tuesday, March 13 - 7:00pm

6:00pm - Music by Larry Roberts
Musicians Hall - 1202 E. Oak St.

FREE FOOD & SOFT DRINKS for Local 586 MEMBERS
Only $5.00 for members’ guests

Resources for Members
 » Friends of 586 offer discounts to any member in 
good standing. Go to  
http://promusicaz.org/friends_of_586 for details

 » Contracts, Wage Scales & Bylaws, member directories, 
and archives of The Pitch are available at our website: 
promusicaz.org

Ev’rybody’s Talkin’ at Me
I am writing my letter while attending the Western Con-

ference in Sacramento. For those of you that have never 
been to Sacramento, let me tell you that it is a beautiful 
river town with a very nice “Old Town” district. President 
Larry Gardner and his staff have been wonderful host to all 
members of the AFM.

This conference has been interesting to say the least. I 
encourage you to come to our next meeting so Doug and 
I can fill you in on all that took place here in Sacramento. 
Let’s just say that we are a small local and we have many of 
the same problems other small locals are having. One posi-
tive that we have going for us is the fact that while National 
Membership is declining our membership is on the rise. We 
are doing good things here at Local 586 and other small locals 

are starting to ask us how we 
are achieving our success.

 As always, we have repre-
sented Local 586 in a very posi-
tive manner and continue to 
make strong connections with 
other small locals. If enough of 
us little guys stick together we 
will continue to thrive. 

 Well it’s time to go back to 
more meetings with more people talking at us. Stay positive 
and we hope to see you at our next meeting. I promise, we 
will not talk at you. We will have conversations. 

 Stay safe and happy gigging,
Jerry Donato

http://agavemusicaz.com
http://promusicaz.org/friends_of_586
http://promusicaz.org
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CoCoMusicMusic
Brass & Woodwind Instrument Repair
Band & Orchestral Rentals

P.O. Box 1802
Gilbert, AZ 85299

Randy McBride
480-981-0914



Be Safe
Because of recent 

events, I would like to 
remind everyone to 
please stay safe out 
there. As musicians we all find our-
selves at one point or another leaving 
a venue late at night or maybe in less 
than desirable areas. 

Whether loading out or just walking 
to your vehicle please be aware of your 
surroundings. Maybe leave in groups 
and if you are loading out, get some-
one to go with you to stand watch or 
watch your gear. It’s a sad reality that 
other people need to take the things 
that we work hard for or maybe even 
inflict bodily harm. 

I would also like to remind you all that 
it is a necessity to have your instru-
ments and gear insured. As to one of 
the events I am referencing, all of the 
gear was recovered by the police. If 
it had not been, it was all completely 
covered by a policy through your AFM. 
The AFM is partnered with Mercer 
Consumer to give us a great rate on 
covering musical equipment.

If you make money at all as a musician 
your homeowner’s policy WILL NOT 
cover your equipment, as I understand 
it. If you have any questions Mercer 
has a toll free line: 1-800-503-9230 and 
Members can enroll on line at www.
afm.org

Take care and be safe,
Jon Rauhouse,
Vice President, Local 586

http://centralmusicdirect.com
http://facebook.com/pbmusikaz
http://altissimorecordingstudio.com
http://www.afm.org
http://www.afm.org
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Professional Musicians of 
Arizona Radio Hour

Tune in every Wednesday at 9:00pm at 
http://radiophoenix.org. 

Call Carl Wiman at 602-254-8838  
for information about being  

featured on the show.
Visit http://promusicaz.org/radio586  

for past and future shows

http://www.afm.org/join/new-members
http://drearlweisbrod.com
http://musicsceneaz.com
http://promusicaz.org/content/flying-musical-instruments-brochure
http://radiophoenix.org
http://promusicaz.org/radio586
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Our Calendar

Member Changes
New & Reinstated 
Members

Buttke, Arthur
806 E. Fairmount Ave.
Phoenix, AZ 85014-4707
602-277-7850
Bass, String, Tuba, Bass Electric

MacMillan, Elizabeth
12052 W. Caribbean Ln.
El Mirage, AZ 85335
Home: 623-322-6555
Cell: 623-523-3015
Email: emacmillan13@cox.net
Vo cal ist ,  Tromb one,  R hythm 
Guitar

Pan, Jiaye
14659 S. 23rd Pl.
Phoenix, AZ 85048
Home: 602-388-1479
Cell: 480-241-7898
Email: panjoy@yahoo.com
violin

Sexton, Dennis
1926 East Palm Lane
Phoenix, AZ 85006
Home: 602-697-7508
Email: dennis.sexton@cox.net
Electric Bass, String Bass

Tagney, Kevin
8025 N. 11th Pl.
Phoenix, AZ 85020
480-390-7817
Email: tangneyk@yahoo.com
Trumpet

In Memoriam

Church, Gary
25238 S. Rosebud Drive
Sun Lakes, AZ 85248
Home: 480-895-2765
Cell: 602-488-5517
Email: glcjazz56@gmail.com
Cornet, Trombone, Piano, Acous-
tic Guitar, Ukulele

Member Information 
Changes

We urge you to call the Local 
at 602-254-8838 or ask questions 
at musicians@promusicaz.org, or 
check in at http://promusicaz.org 
for information.

We thank you so much for keep-
ing those Member Information 
Sheets updated, so we know who 
you are and what you are doing 
musically.

We are here for you.

 Q Tuesday March 6
First Tuesday Concert
Mob vs. Ballot Box
Musicians Hall 1202 E Oak

 Q Saturday & Sunday March 10 & 11: 
1, 2, 3PM

Young Sounds of Arizona
Phoenix Art Museum

 Q Tuesday March 13
General Meeting 
with music by Larry Roberts
Musicians’ Hall 1202 E Oak

 Q Tuesday April 3
First Tuesday Concert
Rachael Nicole Gold
Musicians Hall 1202 E Oak

 Q Monday April 9: 7PM
Young Sounds of Arizona
Kerr Cultual Center

 Q Tuesday May 1
First Tuesday Concert
Young Sounds of Arizona
Musicians Hall 1202 E Oak

 Q Tuesday June 5: 7PM
Young Sounds of Arizona
Mesa Performing Arts Center

FIRST TUESDAY CONCERT SERIES 
Each and Every Month  

Produced & Sponsored by Young Sounds of Arizona

 » Performances by the best musicians in the Valley of the Sun

 » Admission-Free (donations are accepted, not required)

 » Bistro seating, 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. with complimentary 
refreshments 

 » At Local 586 Musicians’ Hall, 1202 E. Oak, NE corner, in Phoenix.

Community outreach at its very best!

Carl Wiman interviews Betsy Ganz of The Sun Punchers 
and non-profit Circle the City (http://circlethecity.org) for 
our AZ Music 586 radio show. 
Archives are at http://promusicaz.org/radio-playlist.

Young Sounds of Arizona recently performed at the Scotts-
dale Canal Convergence Festival
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and Western Swing. And not since the days 
of Bob Wills had a trumpet and trombonist 
been used in a country band until Gary came 
along. For an example of how his musicality fit 
in with the Strangers, you can watch him on 
youtube, live at Wembley Stadium in London, 
playing a trombone solo on Haggard’s song, 
“The Chill Factor.” (https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=zt4ub7NmW4E) During this 
period, Gary also wrote a number one hit on 
the country charts, “I Always Get Lucky with 
You.” As he said in his book, at the time he 
did not have enough money to buy the record 
for himself. 

Gary finished out his road career playing 
with Mel Tillis and the Statesiders for most of 
the 1990s. It was during this period that Gary 
learned he had inherited his father’s heart prob-
lems when he suffered a stroke while wrapping 
cords at the end of a concert with Tillis. Mel 
put Gary in the hospital and paid the cost 
of his hospital bills. With a bad heart and 
after-effects of the stroke, life on the road was 
no longer a viable option for him. His poor 
health eventually forced Gary to give up the 
trombone due to the amount of air its play-
ing required.

By the time I met Gary, he had come off the 
road and had again taken up life in Phoenix. 
He had also already been inducted in The 
Western Swing Hall of Fame and had taken 
his place beside Bob Wills, Haggard and the 
other great players of that music. He had also 
convinced his friend, Joe Hopkins, to start a 
Condon-style jazz band in Phoenix and the 
52nd Street aggregation was formed. 

In Phoenix, Gary’s health problems were 
to continue to worsen but the fates were not 
through with him. They brought him a miracle 
in the person of a beautiful young woman 
named Cheryl Thurston. She also played 
trumpet and she also played stride piano, a 
style Gary particularly loved. Cheryl, also a 
member of Local 586, explained their meeting 
to me this way:

“The first time I heard him, he was playing 
with a Phoenix band called ‘The Boondockers.’ 
I was hearing this wonderful cornet player and 
suddenly he left the stage. When he came back 
on stage he had toilet paper stuck in the back 
of his pants! (The Boondockers did their share 
of comedy during shows and Gary was the 
main instigator of the frivolity.  Gary also had 
a lightning-fast wit and could instantly come 
up with a perfect conversational comeback.)

“The next time I saw him was in a Scottsdale 
club called The Jet Lag and he was playing 

with Joe Hopkins. I listened and said, “WOW! 
This guy is a fantastic cornet player. He was 
my favorite cornet player and he still is! Then 
I saw him working at a swing dance and he 
was playing the piano! On the piano as on the 
cornet, everything he played was so tasteful 
and I thought he was amazing!  We didn’t 
realize it when we first met but it was love at 
first sight. Other people saw it before we did. 
All I knew was every time I saw him, his eyes 
just danced; people told me my eyes danced 
when I saw him, too. It was like we were the 
prince and princess in a fairy tale. 

“Gary was the one who got me interested in 
playing piano again, especially stride, because 
one of his oldest Phoenix friends and mentors, 
Mel Schieb, had played that style and Gary 
loved it so much. He was the one who gave 
me the push and got me playing at places like 
L.J.’s Pizza in Mesa.” 

Within a short time, Cheryl had joined 
52nd Street and we were a seven-piece band 
with two women in the rhythm section. Gary 
and Cheryl had fallen deeply in love and were 
soul mates. In their years together, Gary suf-
fered more heart attacks, more strokes, brain 
tumors and had to have his upper teeth pulled. 
Through every illness, Cheryl was there with 
him every step of the way. We thought she was 
a miracle worker given the number of times 
she snatched him from death’s jaws and put 
him back on the bandstand.

Gary was such a superb horn player and a 
true devotee of Wild Bill Davison that, when 
Davison once heard one of Gary’s recordings, 
he said, “When did I cut that? I don’t remem-
ber that session.” Then he was told it was Gary 
Church. Cheryl told me, “The only time I’ve 
seen Gary insecure in himself and his abilities 
was after he lost his teeth and had to learn 
to play all over again.” Gary did re-learn but 
could never quite get back all the techniques 
Davison used and that he also had mastered.

In mid-January of this year, Gary and 
Cheryl learned that he had a complete block-
age in the back of the right side of his heart. 
He had been given a double angioplasty and 
was awaiting surgery when, on January 30th, 
he went out to an AM-PM Minimart to get 
gas for one of their cars. Turning left into the 
station, he was suddenly rammed, t-bone-
style, by another vehicle. He got out of his 
car and had a little blood on his head but it 
didn’t appear to be too serious. He was taken 
to a hospital where he then lapsed into an 
unconsciousness from which he was never 
to re-awaken. After more than two weeks in 

the ICU there were still no improvements or 
changes and no way to determine how sig-
nificantly his brain had been damaged. The 
unthinkable decision had to made by Cheryl, 
on the advice of doctors, along with his son 
and sister, to take Gary to a hospice facility and 
let him go. Go he did, on February 19, 2018, 
at 5:23 in the morning. Ever faithful, Cheryl 
had been at Gary’s side throughout this terrible 
ordeal, including sleeping in his hospice room 
at night, every night.

Cheryl has announced a Grand Celebration 
of Gary’s Life, to be held in the main ballroom 
of the San Marcos Hotel and Golf Resort on 
May 20th. Sponsored by the Arizona Clas-
sic Jazz Society and Cheryl, who’s birthday is 
also on that day, the event will be from 1pm 
to 4pm. Entertainment will be provided by 
Cheryl’s Mardi Gras Dixieland Band which 
will play alternating sets with western swing 
musicians coming from around the country to 
remember and honor the life of Gary Church. 
I’ll be there too, honored to have known him 
and honored to have played with him. There 
will not be a dry eye in the house.

continued from page 1

Young Sounds of Arizona recently 
performed at the Scottsdale Canal 
Convergence Festival

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zt4ub7NmW4E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zt4ub7NmW4E
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Professional Musicians of Arizona
AFM, Local 586
1202 E. Oak Street
Phoenix, AZ 85006

Serving Arizona’s Musical Community Since 1912

SOME DOs

Remember to call Local 586 at 602.254.8838 if you want to reserve the Rehearsal Room. 

In times of need, MusiCares provides a safety net of critical assistance for music people.   
Check out http://www.grammy.org/musicares to learn more.

Keep your address, email address and telephone number(s) current with your Local
Remember to send us your letter resigning in good standing, including your forwarding information when you 
move out of the Local 586 jurisdiction. 

Come to the Musicians Hall for our four-times-a-year General Meetings to win a paying gig
You’ll be entered our quarterly drawing to see who the next meeting’s bandleader is.

Spring:    Tuesday, March 13, 2018 – 7:00pm
Summer: Tuesday, June 12, 2018 – 7:00pm
Autumn: Tuesday, September 11, 2018 – 7:00pm
Winter:   Tuesday, January 8, 2019 – 7:00pm

Support FAIR PAY contractors who pay fair wages and file contracts protecting you on the gig:
Kurt Finchum, Hugh Lovelady, Tony Masiello, Caesar Rob, Katie Shields, Howard Van Orden. 
Contact Local 586 to be placed on this list if you qualify as a FAIR PAY contractor.

SOME DON’Ts

DON’T Donate your services for benefits if others are getting paid for their services. 
DON’T accept, offer to accept or offer others work that pays below-scale wages. 
DON’T forget to file your contracts. 
DON’T be a stranger at 586! Stop by, have a cup of coffee, visit a while, so we can recall who you are and what 
you do as a musician and a member.S
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